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A little from the present��
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Faith in our future��
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Chigwell is often depicted on television
and in the media as being a wealthy
parish, but the majority of the
congregation do not fall into this
category.

As a congregation, we are working hard
to raise the sum of £140,000 which is the
minimum expected cost of the
refurbishment and repairs which are
desperately needed.

We are keen to preserve this attractive
and historically important building for the
benefit for future generations and are
appealing for financial help to cover the
cost.  We should be very grateful if you
would consider helping us, please.

The work required falls into four distinct
categories, details of which follow.  Please
read on and find out more about our
unique task.



���� LIGHTING

Lighting in the early
1900’s was by gas.  This
was converted to
electricity in the 1930’s
and that system was
updated in 1967.

The wiring and fitments
have come to the end
of their life and are
now considered
dangerous with the halogen lamps in the
roof space a fire hazard.

The lack of light in the Church over the
past two or three years has been most
noticeable.

The new lighting will greatly enhance the
brightness as well as highlight special
architectural features.  The Church will
also be enhanced by external
floodlighting

�����ORGAN

The organ was built in 1963 by J.W. Walker
and replaced the Hill instrument of 1889.
The eminent Ralph Downes, designer of
the Royal Festival organ in 1954, was
consultant, and he personally supervised
the voicing and regulation�

It consists of two
manuals and pedals,
Great 8 stops, Swell 9
and Pedal 10.  The
instrument appears
on page 199 in
Downes book
“Baroque Tricks”.

The organ is an
outstanding example
of the period and was
described by a
Director of Walker’s some 10 years ago as
“one of the more distinguished instruments
from our works”.

After 38 years of constant use by both the
Church and the nearby school, the organ
is now dirty and the action is showing signs
or wear. The electric piston action and
drawstop solenoids are failing and
becoming unreliable.  They should be
replaced by a more modern system.

The Church realises that any refurbishment
of this instrument would require careful
monitoring and that the work and ideals
of this distinguished man should be
respected.

�����ROOF

There are two main roofs from the 15th
and 19th Century respectively and the
earliest of these is now is need of
substantial repair.

�����DECORATION

The Church has not been decorated
internally since 1951 and the fabric and
walls are now quite dirty.  Smoke damage
from a recent arson attack on the West
Door has also contributed to the problem.

      COST

The cost for the refurbishment of the organ
by Peter Collins Ltd. will be a minimum of
£30,000.00. To date we have managed to
raise £8,000 towards this cost.
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The conservative estimate of £140,000 is a
huge amount to raise, but we believe that
we have a responsibility to preserve  this
important building as a centre for Christian
worship and mission in Chigwell for future
generations.

We also believe that we have a gracious
and generous God who has promised to
supply all our needs in Christ Jesus.
(Phillippians 4:19)

However, He challenges us to see all that
we have is a gift from Him, and to be
generous in what we give for the building
of His Kingdom and in what we share with
others in need.

As a Church, we tithe 10% of all that we
receive and give this away to various
missions and charities.  Now we are asking
you to help us please, with a project that
we believe will help build His Kingdom
here in Chigwell.

If you share our vision to preserve and
enhance this beautiful and historic
building as a centre for worship, service
and mission for future generations, may
we invite you to give as generously as you
are able, please?

There are three ways you can give:

1.  A one-off contribution,
preferably under ‘Gift Aid’ so that we
can benefit from the tax you have
already paid on your gift without any
extra cost to yourself.

2. An annual/quarterly/monthly gift
(preferably under ‘Gift Aid’) by
Bankers Order for a fixed term of your
choice.

  3.   An interest free loan for up to
five years.

A response form is attached with this
brochure which we hope you will
return as soon as possible.

Thank you for taking the time to read
this brochure, and for whatever
response you feel able to make.

We greatly appreciate your kindness.
God bless you.

Peter J. Trendall Rector
Peter Elliott Churchwarden
Trevor Jones
Churchwarden
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We have available for your use a
Donation Form and/or  a Standing Order
form.  Please apply for one today.

You may telephone the Treasurer, shown
below, or contact us by e-mail on:-
stmaryschigwell@btopenworld.com

Please do not send any forms to your
Bank, but forward them to the Treasurer:

Mrs Liz Fulcher
Millennium Appeal Treasurer
24 Manor Road
Chigwell
Essex
IG7 5PD
Tel: 020 8505 9033


